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The Beauty of the Primordial Calligraphy for Tea Ceremony
Associate Professor Shu Meiling
Abstract

Tea Ceremony, calligraphy, poems and literature have long been the interaction
between people from antiquity. In Song Dynasty, Wu Tzemou wrote in “Mon Lang
Lou’, describing incense burning, tea drinking, scrolls hanging and flower arranging
are the four mundane activities that should not burden the other members of the
household. Incorporating art with smelling, tasting and seeing into our daily life. Of
course, tea drinking will be top choice. Transcendence is the key to develop aesthetic
excellence through observation, taste, imagination and creation.

First chapter discussed the development of the primordial calligraphy. It is ,not
merely the imitation, actually accompanied by the culture and history. It came from
myriads of primal songs and dance, as the result of the primitive communication due
to the scarcity of the tools. Whether the songs, rhythm or body movements, as well
as their thinking are the most direct way to express their thoughts. The old saying’ As
heaven and earth begin, the human minds develop.” also ‘When words came short,
songs will fill the gap, when songs are not enough, dances of hands and feet will be
added.” Primordial art is the symbol of the essence of ancient time and the
subconscious. Their understanding is that spirits and human existence are closely
intertwined, so it needed to be expressed in a special way in order to receive the
support of the spirits. We can clearly see among the primal songs and dance, rock
paintings and others.

The second chapter described the contents and the artistic styles of primordial
calligraphy, hieroglyphics sourced from heaven and earth with crisscrossing lines of
the heaven, stars and planets, also the clouds and the glow, flora and fauna which
are all intertwined spontaneously. Oracle bone scripts came from ancient
worshipping and wiccan ceremonies which integrated dance, music and rhythm and
fused into life itself. From reality to symbolics, it has harnessed shapes and the
extension of ink lines. Not just structural precision, also the suspended brush tips
thick with ink, sharp and firm, flowing smoothly through space, and in turn
expressed creativity and independent styles. The aesthetics came out of enduring
culture and accumulated through history. The beauty of calligraphy transcended
through the sentiment and humanity as the foundation. This paper will explain the
primordial calligraphy and the significance of tea ceremony, through abstraction and
direct observation of specific artistic styles.

Keywords: Tea ceremony, Song Hue-zong "Wen Hai Tou’, Primal song and dance,
Primitive cave paintings and myths, T shaped Silk banner, Hieroglyphics, Oracle

cuneiform, Ink lines, suspended brush tips and square scripts, Oracle zodiac creation.
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