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“The Proletarian Scientific Revolution” in the Cultural Revolution: The CAS

“Relativity Criticism Group” Reexamined

HU Danian
( Department of History,The City College of The City University of New York)

Abstract Based on historical documents collected over the past decade and my interviews with
several key eyewitnesses, I have carefully reexamined the inception and development of the “Relativi-
ty Criticism Group” in the Chinese Academy of Sciences ( CAS) during the Cultural Revolution. This
essay first reviews the Soviet criticism of relativity and the Chinese movement of studying dialectical
materialism as well as their significant influence on the Chinese youth growing up in the 1950s and
early 1960s. Then, it expounds the process of launching and organizing the Group and explores the
four stages of its development through the experience of individuals involved with the
Group. Moreover, 1 clarify the connections of Mao Zedong and Chen Boda with the “Relativity Criti—
cism” movement and stress the impact of works by Herbert E. Ives, Herbert Dingle, and Lajos
Janossy. I conclude this essay with an analysis of ideological causes of the Chinese “Relativity Criti—
cism” and a summary of relevant historical lessons. This investigation demonstrates that the erroneous
Chinese critique against the special theory of relativity resulted from the dogmatic interpretation of di—
alectical materialism, the misunderstanding of Einstein’s theory, and the ignorance of the history of
the theory of relativity. Some of the criticism, however, also exposed gaps and long-ignored problems
in Chinese teaching and research on the theory of relativity, which deserve further reflection and ex—
ploration.

Keywords The special theory of relativity, Herbert E. Ives, Chen Boda, Herbert Dingle, Luo

Jiachang, Mao Zedong, Lajos Janossy.



